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Let’s Prepare for a Challenging Winter 

Rural Wisconsinites Should Band Together to Stay Strong 

BOSCOBEL, WISCONSIN: People across the world have been affected by the coronavirus, and in rural Wisconsin it is 

no different. Over the past week I have spent several days visiting with residents of Boscobel, a Wisconsin River 

community in Grant County, and I notice a general sense of unease. 

On the surface, the unease seems to be about the issue of the day: whether masks should be worn or not in public. 

But also, the unease seems to be about the changes we have all experienced to varying degrees, with our social, 

business and work lives. 

In Boscobel’s residential neighborhoods, there are widely differing views. Some people keep their distance from 

others and routinely stay home, while others go about daily life with little change. This of course mirrors people’s 

views on their own perceived risk of contracting the disease. This perception is often reflected by political allegiance 

since the President and other national leaders have staked out drastically different views on the topic. 

In downtown Boscobel and along the community’s other business-oriented streets, the unease is reflected on 

business doors. Almost every business has signs posted about the virus: “masks are mandatory,” “don’t enter if you 

have shown symptoms,” “call us to meet by appointment” and “curbside pickup only.” 

Back in a residential neighborhood, I spoke with one school board member who had the unenviable task of making 

the decision about in-person versus virtual learning for the upcoming school year at a school board meeting the next 

evening. Her prescient view on the decision was, “No matter what we decide, it’s going to change.” 

As the disease spreads and our views evolve, influenced by our national leaders and personal experiences, there are a 

few things rural Wisconsinites can do to prepare for a challenging winter: 

First, we should increase caution as the virus spreads. We have gone through a five-month period (March 

through August) with fewer large group gatherings, which has slowed the spread of the virus. As winter nears 

and the heating season begins, our homes, businesses and other public buildings will have less fresh outdoor 

air, which will facilitate further spread of the virus. Wearing a mask and keeping our social distance in these 

indoor spaces will increase in importance. Let’s follow the advice of our local health care professionals and 

keep our neighbors safe. We want to see fewer deaths and serious illnesses in Grant, Richland, Lafayette and 

Iowa counties. 

Second, we need to support our local businesses with our wallets. For decades large corporations have driven 

many of our small, family-owned retailers out of business. Particularly for those in the restaurant and tavern 

industry, now is the time to give them business. Order takeout food, eat/drink outdoors and tell businesses 

you will support them through the winter. Local government agencies can do their part by loosening 

restrictions on outdoor dining and drinking to attract a wider array of patrons, while simultaneously keeping 

the public safe from indoor spread of the virus. 

Third, people should be asking for more action from our state legislators. Currently the executive, judicial and 

legislative branches are not working together to protect the health and livelihood of rural Wisconsinites. The 



 

 

legislature has not met or passed a bill in four months. In neighboring Minnesota and Michigan, the state 

governments are working, even though their branches are also not led by the same party. Each respective 

legislature has routinely met and passed 20 to 25 virus-related bills. The Wisconsin legislature needs to get to 

work, instead of taking an ongoing pandemic vacation while their citizens wait in confusion, uncertainty and 

concern. 

Finally, we need to practice patience and understanding. This is a divisive and challenging time in our culture. 

Between our government, the virus and the recession, there is a lot to worry about. But if we seek to better 

understand our neighbors, no matter their political party or viewpoint on masks, we will be stronger after a 

challenging winter. As rural people, we are caring, helpful, resilient, resourceful and intelligent. I have hope 

and faith that better days are ahead. 

If you have questions or feedback, I welcome you to call me at 608-462-3715. You can also email me at 

shaunforassembly@gmail.com, or visit my website at www.shaunforruralwisconsin.com.  
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