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Rural Wisconsin Deserves More Legislative Action 

Small farmers, towns, and schools are hanging in the balance 

YUBA, WISCONSIN: In mid-May, I announced my candidacy for State Assembly in the 49th District, which covers all of 
Grant and portions of Richland, Lafayette, and Iowa counties. Since then, several people have asked me why I’m running. 

Running for political office should be like a job interview. When a potential employer wants to know why an applicant 
wants the job, they ask – and you should too! 

I’m running for State Assembly because I think rural Wisconsin deserves more action from our legislature. I have three main 
areas of concern. 

The first is agriculture. Over the past two decades, Grant County lost 13% of farms (284) and Richland County lost 29% 
(442). These farms are a lifeline for our Main Streets and schools, and the loss of over 700 farms has led to business and 
school closures. 

The legislature should be working harder to reverse that trend. One way would be to give small farmers a fair shot when 
they’re up against the federal government’s favoritism of large farmers. The legislature could require that most funding 
from the State Department of Agriculture be directed to farms under a certain size as well as to beginning farmers who do 
not have the necessary capital to get started.  

Instead, the legislature is helping large livestock operations get bigger, as illustrated by their recent attempt to expedite the 
permitting process for large livestock farms. That effort was similar to Governor Walker’s now defunct Grow Wisconsin 
Dairy Program, which aimed to increase milk production 15% by 2020. The program contributed to our current agriculture 
crisis by funding large farm expansions, which flooded the market with too much milk. Instead of this policy, I will support 
programs that put more money in the pockets of small farmers. 

The second area of concern is our villages and towns. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates every small city or village in our 
district (except Platteville) lost population since 2010. The countryside has seen a similar trend, with 24 of our 41 townships 
seeing a population loss between 1990 and 2010, led by Cassville (-33%) and Little Grant townships (-33%).  

The legislature should be working harder to reverse that trend. One way would be to create reinvestment zones for villages 
and townships that are shrinking. In these areas the legislature could offer tax credits for working and retired people who 
are investing in small businesses and new or remodeled homes. 

Instead, the legislature has focused on providing benefits to wealthy investors. The manufacturing tax credit, first 
introduced in 2013 and fully implemented in 2016, reduced the investor tax rate from 8% to 0.5% (over 90% of this tax 
credit goes to people who make $250,000+ per year). Meanwhile, hardworking rural people still pay income tax rates 
between 4% and 8%. I will support tax credits that put more money in the pockets of rural residents, and less for wealthy 
manufacturers. 

My final area of concern is schools. We have 17 school districts in the 49th Assembly District, and 13 of those have lost 
students since 2005. This translates to having lost 7% of all students.  



Schools receive funding from the State based upon the number of students, so our funding from the State is dropping. I 
appreciate our local legislators’ efforts to increase sparsity aid for small school districts, which rose from $300 to $400 per 
student in 2018. But this is just a Band-Aid solution on a larger problem which the legislature has not addressed. 

To increase school enrollment, we must create more economic activity, which will improve our quality of life and attract 
more young families to rural Wisconsin.  

My background has prepared me to tackle these problems. I was raised on a farm and in a small town by hardworking 
parents. My spouse and I have experienced the struggles of farming and invested our savings in local property. I am 
currently serving my community on the Richland County Board of Supervisors and have gained a reputation for fiscal 
responsibility, illustrated by my role as Chair of the Finance Committee. 

I know we can’t solve these problems overnight, and I will need to work with conservative, moderate, and progressive 
people to make change. But I am determined that we can get more legislative action, giving each of us a fair shot at living 
our lives in rural Wisconsin. 

If you have questions or feedback, I welcome you to call me at 608-462-3715. You can also email me at 
shaunforassembly@gmail.com, or visit my website at www.shaunforruralwisconsin.com.  
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